
Real IELTS Task 2 

• Some people argue that job satisfaction is
more important than job security, while
others believe that they cannot always
expect job satisfaction and a permanent job
is more important.

• Discuss both these views and give your own
opinion.
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IELTS Writing Marking Criteria

• TR = Task response

• CC = Cohesion and coherence

• GRA = Grammatical and range 

• LR = Lexical resources
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IELTS Prompt analysis

• Fact

• Opinion

• Task 
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Area (TR=5)

Core (TR=6)

Prompt 
(TR=7)
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Real IELTS Task 2 

• Some people argue that job satisfaction is 
more important than job security, while
others believe that they cannot always 
expect job satisfaction and a permanent job 
is more important.

• Discuss both these views and give your own 
opinion.
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Types of task 2 questions in IELTS
Essay Type Example Question

Agree/Disagree** Some people believe the internet is the most important 
invention in modern history.
To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Discussion Some people believe that testing products on animals should 
be banned but others think that this is necessary.
Discuss both views and give your opinion.

Problem/Solution More and more professionals, such as engineers and doctors, 
are leaving their own poorer countries to work in developed 
countries.
What problems does this cause?
What solutions can you suggest to deal with this?

Advantage/Disadvantage These days more and more people are choosing to improve 
their appearance with cosmetic surgery.
Do the advantages of this trend outweigh any disadvantages?
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Real IELTS Task 2 

• Some people argue that job satisfaction is 
more important than job security, while 
others believe that they cannot always
expect job satisfaction and a permanent job 
is more important.

• Discuss both these views and give your own 
opinion.
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How a discuss-both-views essay is 
structured ? 

Introduction

Body

Conclusion
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula

P1: Introduction 

• Sentence 1: Introduces the main subject.

• Sentence 2: States the two opposing views 
about the subject.

• Sentence 3: States the writer’s opinion in the 
matter.

• Sentence 4: Briefly outlines what the writer is 
going to write about in the paragraphs that 
follow.
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula

• P2: Body 1

• Sentence 1: Gives the first viewpoint.

• Sentence 2: Discusses why some people might 
hold this view.

• Sentence 3: Gives an example that supports 
their viewpoint.
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula

• P3 - Body 2

• Sentence 1: Gives the second viewpoint.

• Sentence 2: Discusses why some people might 
hold this view.

• Sentence 3: Gives an example that supports 
their viewpoint.
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula

• P4 - Body 3

• Sentence 1: Gives your viewpoint.

• Sentence 2: Discusses why you hold this 
view.

• Sentence 3: Gives an example that 
supports your viewpoint.
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula

• Sentence 1: Summarizes the different opinions 
on the topic.

• Sentence 2: States which opinion is better or 
more important in your view.
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula

• Some people believe that the best way to 
control accidents on city streets is to lower 
the speed limit but others think there are 
more important issues that need attention 
before roads can be safe.

• Discuss both views and give your opinion.
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula

• Some people believe that the best way to 
control accidents on city streets is to lower
the speed limit but others think there are 
more important issues that need attention
before roads can be safe.

• Discuss both views and give your opinion.
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IDP 2020 / 5-paragraph formula
• As more and more people drive cars in major cities, the number of serious accidents grow each year. 

Some people believe that the best way to address this problem is to reduce the speed limit on city streets 
while others disagree and think that there are more pressing issues that need to be addressed to keep 
people safe. Although speeding is an issue, I agree that more needs to be done to ensure that everyone 
can travel without fear. This essay will consider the different viewpoints before deciding what is the best 
solution.

• There are some that see speeding as the main reason why people are involved in motor vehicle accidents 
and think that driving slower would solve the problem. Indeed, if people maintained a safe speed 
throughout the city, the risk and frequency of traffic accidents would clearly be reduced as the faster a car 
travels, the more damage it can do to whatever it hits. Many cities around the world adopted very low 
speed limits over the last decade and there is some evidence that there have been fewer incidents and far 
fewer serious accidents within the city limits.

• However, there are others who would say that the problem is more about people driving while distracted 
and that heavy penalties to address this issue would be more effective in improving the situation. It’s 
hard not to notice that many drivers are looking down at their phones and not at the road while driving. 
The dangers of not paying attention are obvious and, in fact, the number one cause of traffic accidents in 
recent times is reported to be distraction as people text or email while they are in the driver’s seat not 
watching where they are going.

• In my opinion, both views have merit but the best way to solve this problem is to make sure the 
government provides the funding for law enforcement. Without the manpower and budget for crime 
detection and policing to catch offenders, many will continue to break the texting and speeding laws if 
they know they can get away with it. Cities that have allocated enough money to their police force and 
empowered them to come up with ways to catch distracted and aggressive drivers have made their 
metropolises safer.

• City streets need to be safer for everyone and speeding and distracted drivers are a problem. If the proper 
funding is given to law enforcement to catch and punish those who break safe driving laws, city dwellers 
will feel more at ease on the roadsIra
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